
ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES 
 

SOLAR PANELS 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Each McKay’s Mill homeowner is required to maintain the exterior appearance of his/her property in a 
manner that projects the quality of our homes.  This requirement is established through the rules and 
regulations which establish the standards for ensuring a well-kept and desirous place in which to live, 
including normal upkeep standards as well anything added to a home following initial construction. 
 
The installation of energy saving devices into and on homes represent actions that are to be commended in 
the context of saving energy.  Solar panels are just one example of devices that meets this goal.  The 
McKay’s Mill Master Association (MMMA) does not want to prevent the use of solar panels or any other 
devices that save energy.  However, the MMMA maintains that it is important to ensure that these devices 
are reasonably controlled as to appearance and location, so as to protect neighbors and the community as a 
whole from unsightly equipment and/or installation.  With this objective in mind, the following guidance 
about solar panels is to reasonably address the use and location of solar panels to protect home values and 
aesthetics in McKay’s Mill. 
 
II. POLICY 

 
The following guidelines apply to solar panels which due to installation and use location are or may become 
visible from other McKay’s Mill locations, including streets, neighboring yards, and homes. 
 

1.  APPROVAL OF INSTALLATION 
 

a. With the application for approval of solar panels, detailed plans for installation and placement shall 
be included.  Included shall be illustrated information on the proposed system which includes 
materials to be used and drawings showing the location and number of collectors, the attachment 
to the roof structure, the location of exterior system components, and color of the roof material 
and proposed color of the solar panel equipment. 
 

b. Required permits from the City of Franklin and/or Williamson County are solely the responsibility of 
the home owner and shall be obtained before installation begins.  If permitting dictates changes in 
the design originally approved by the Single Family Design Review Committee, then the changes 
must be submitted for re-evaluation.  The Single Family and Master Associations recommend that 
the homeowner use an installer which is a licensed solar equipment contractor.  The Associations 
and their Boards have no expertise regarding solar panels and the Association’s approval for 
installation of solar panels is not a representation that the system chosen by a Homeowner is safe 
to use or is compatible with the Homeowner’s roof.  The Homeowner assumes and bears all risks 
regarding installation and use of solar panels. 

 
c. INSTALLATION 

(1) Solar panels may be installed only on the rear roof of a McKay’s Mill home and may not be visible 
from any street.  This does not include alley ways.  

(2) Due to the close proximity of many homes within McKay’s Mill to each other, and the 
understanding that McKay’s Mill was designed that the houses in each subdivision would have a 



standard look, it is imperative that this goal is maintained to the extent possible.  With this in 
mind, proposed solar panels that are lower in elevation to adjacent properties that would have 
direct sight lines from an interior window higher than the proposed solar panel will be 
discouraged and thus subject to closer scrutiny and likely not be approved.  

(3) Solar panels shall not be installed on the ground.   
(4) Panels shall be installed so that the panels are flush-mounted and centered on the back side of 

the house. 
(5) Solar panels shall be installed directly to the roof deck.  If installed on or over the existing roof, 

the panels shall be flush with the slope of the roof.  The panels shall not break the roof 
ridgeline. 

(6) Solar panels shall be positioned as low as possible on the roof extending wider rather than higher 
on the roof plane.   

(7) Solar panels, including any other part of the equipment, shall not be higher than the roof peak. 
 

d.  FINISH 
The color of all equipment mounted on the roof (excluding the face of the solar panels) shall be 
selected to match the roof color to the extent possible.  Any exposed surfaces, including any frame 
or supports for panels shall be painted to match.  If aluminum is used in any way, then it should be 
anodized or otherwise color treated to blend into the roof as much as possible. 
 

e. MAINTENANCE 
The Homeowner is responsible for ensuring that the surfaces of panels and all associated 
equipment are appropriately maintained to prevent peeling and cracking of paint, loss of 
coloration, and other deterioration to the point where the surfaces become unsightly and/or 
incompatible with the aesthetic standards of McKay’s Mill. 
 

f. SOLAR GLARE 
While current solar panels are designed to minimize solar glare, there remains the possibility, 
depending on the proximity of adjacent homes, that these adjacent homes could be negatively 
impacted by installation of the solar panels. 
 

g. APPROVAL 
If an approval is issued, the Homeowner shall be required to sign a statement accepting sole 
responsibility for any solar glare that impacts any adjacent homes, discoloration, peeling of paint, or 
structural damage to the subject home.  Further, this statement shall further state that home 
owner will indemnify, defend and hold the Single Family Association Board, the Master Association 
Board, Montgomery Place Board, or any of the McKay’s Mill Home Owner Association harmless 
from any legal proceedings over the installation or effects of the solar panels.   
 
To accomplish the above, a Supplemental Application for solar panel installation will be required.  
The Supplemental Application shall include an acknowledgement of the home owner’s 
responsibility for issues of solar glare, discoloration, peeling of paint, or structural damage to the 
subject home as a term of the application.  Further, this Supplemental Application shall include 
acknowledgement that the HOA granting the application is not granting, nor should this approval 
be construed as the granting of either a solar easement or solar access pursuant to T.C.A. 66-9-201, 
et. seq 

 


